AN 


ESHORTATION 
TO MUTUAL 


Charity and Union 


MO NG 


PROTESTANTS 


IN A 


SERMON, 


Preach'd before the | 


KING and QUEEN 


" Tp + 
HAMPTON-COURT 


M A Y 2r. 168g. 


By WILLIAM WAKE, Chaplain in Ordinary to 
Ther MAJESTIES, And Preacher to the 
Honourable Society of Grays-[nn, 


Publiſh dby Yrs Majeſties i 


LONDON: 


| [Printed for Bic. Chifwell, at the Roſe and Crows in 
St. Paul's Cizurch-Yard : And TU, Bogevs, at the 
Sun over-againlt St, Dunſ/tan's Church in Fleettreet. 168g. 


freer pn nn COA - —— 


LY —_ 


OS ——_— 


4 ———_L 1.94 A \; IG T7 I | 


—— =y 


Ve 2:3030 


"K OM. XV, 5, &. Ph). _— 


Now the God of patience and conſolation, grant Jou to 
belike-minded one towards another, accordin ng t t 
Cbriſt Jeſus'©: That ye may With one Silnd\c;an 
one mouth, '#lorifie God, even the Fiber of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Wherefore receive ' 3#- tne another, as 2: alfo 
received! 9 td the glory of " Gyd. 
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WEST fe ftionate Application, W 

me) the ” Apoſtle here triakes of 

IN | excellent Diſtourfe concerning 
ENT IT the Exey afe d Chrift iax Chartty, 
i that gens Inſtance of Cordeſ ſent, to the Pens; 
finties of bur Weaktr Brethren, i itn "thef foregoing, | 
Chapter, 107 2 


The Occaſion, ton of it wasFhis.; Law] 


Mas F p HE Words te " "i 


- There were in thoſe firſt tines,” many Py 
mong the Jews," who tho they were converted. 
to he Chriſtian Faith, yerftitt continned ze rang tas. s. 
forthe Law;,* and*riot' only careful "obſeryed -—xxi. 20, 
themſelves All! 'the Rites and Ceremonies of 
B ut 
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how earneſtthe) & wer this account, and t 

how much they hated the Gewile Converrs, npon | B 

vw the. es. did AOL thiik fit fit to lay any ſuch ft 

Ads xv. __ lt Fa pyr bath, {ty te Aﬀts, 2 in y 

o(* armies 2Y | 
Gal. v. — + Fs do ulhcioaly ; Deane. 
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Gal. v. 1. avthat liber Fo, (b,Chxi(t had made them fret, 
FED FR _ Hs 8 IRE tade Deep yeakat(s.-and igno- 
_ $0 Yn WO CG $f QUERIED, heireadyica lmoſti 
Go En to cut them'off from their Communion, 


I need nt My Row Cakgbrons Th a Con- 
ATI as wh TIER baxe;prpvedy nor what 
op ir od as FPraghes of Chis" 
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eavoured 
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Jexvouted fo'to mehage FOE 
theft tio Parties, *48.nat only gar x 
ther, - but,” of "Ir" Weg ( 

Borh to fuck s rem cr Go on —_ — 


"And thi $ Was, on og Sc. Pak in FY 
FOE Ore {Text WV berenddpgding him- 
25 indeed he ſeems co havedonerbi& Whole 
Fall the Gentile Chriſtians; and\whom as ha- 


ving the truer Notion of cheir, Chri/tian as 
his taatter, he- thts NY ga oy 


in thePaith? v. i. Heexhotts THE A 
ximirable Diſcourſe'on this Subj ect t hro 
out thax whole Chaptet,rg Near the Fo vos 0 
ittle 


Rom xv. 1. 
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their miſtakenZeal;}bucby: com IDE a 

and NO IE to = lafirmities,; bo. 
devour; iFic' d plea{ © God, to drawn them 


out of their Na Pb — one of leale his 
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—Frſt, A. hearty Prayer to .God Almigh. 

\Thar he would inſpire, them ſo efte. 

avally with a [ Spirit of Unit iy and. Charity, that 

hotwithitindin all their differences hey might 

| Join unanimoully, both Jews and Gentiles, no: 

only inthe ſame common Ho of God, but with 
the ſarne hearty affettion t to one, another : 


| 9:.J.9 
"Now the God: of patience and conſolation, vrant Jok 
fo be like-minded one towards another, *ac- 
cru bg Cbrift Jeſus; that ye may with one 
andone Mouth ylorifie God, even n the 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


intel) 


- And fecondly, "An Exbortation, As, pb Cech re- 
"I Ok of his Whole. D Jcowſe, That oy wars 


PETS 3. 


| = 
- Winſor receive Je 0 Fopwnga 45. «C vi a 
| xeceived 4, ro the ory of 


lg which words, as they chus lie before us in 
Wh Occaſion and Deſign of them, there are rw 
things that will offer themſelves to our cor 
deration. 
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ay 


UN 


+ © TT HS +». 


tha KG ard Queer v. 


Firſt, An Exbortation to theſe Difſewting 
"Chriſtians, and. in them toall of us, Not to 
break either Charity or Communion with -one 
another, upon the account of ſuch things 
wherein we may ſecurely difter;but mutual- 
. Iy to bear with one another in our differences. 


Secondly, An Enforcement of this Exhortati- See Theode- 


_ on, from two of the greateſt Conſiderations 
"*that can poſſibly engage any Chriſtian to an 
' obfetvance of it; wiz. 


Firft, From the Example of Chriſt towards us. 


Secondy, From the greater Glory that will 
©. hereby redound to God, 


Wherefore recetve Je one another, as Chriſt alſo 
received ws, to the Glory of God, 


I ſhall make ic my endeavour with all the 
plaineſs that I can, to purſue'both the Exhor- 
tation and the-Enforcement in the three follow- 


mg Propoſitions. | 


I. That there may be differences in matters of 
.1eſſer moment, berween very good andzea- 
Tous, Chriſtians, without any juſt refle&tion 
either upon the Men, or upon their Religion. 
IL That 


5 


A Sermon \Preach'd hefne = 


--Hv-Thar theſe dferthtes ought r(6t roy hintfe 
| ſuch perſons from agreeing” rogether, nor 


;* » only in #tomidn Charity, bur, if it be pollible, 


+ 3. fn a common” Worſhip of God too, 


ſtians, bur eſpecially of thoſe who are the 


*-- ſtrong in Faith, not only to pray for ſuch a 


Prop. 1. 


': ©" "WHnion, but, asrhey have opportunity, hear 
if tily ro Yabour. Themſelves, and earneſtly to 


ſtir up all Others, co: endeayour after it. 


"And firſt; That there may be Differences in 
matters of : leſſer *monient betweeh ropry  pbod and 
zealous Chriftians, without any juit reflefion upon 
the Men, or upontheir Religion. _., , : 


For proof of which, I chink 1'need go no 
farther than. the. very Hiſtory.of my Text. | | 
have already ſaid how greaz 2 gdiviſjon:there 
was berween the Jewiſh and\ the-Gratile Cons 
verts, about the Ritual Obſervancesof . che! Law 
of Moſes, and with what a Zeal the Diſſenti 
Rorties managed:-the. Difpute;- till they had al- 
moE8iloſtitheir Charity; atid- made 4 deplorable 
Schiſminuehe:Church of Chriſt. And yet 1 uy con- 
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fidenc no man will ſay that this-was 't&'a}[ de- 
rogarory: either to the Tyuth of their common 
6bnſtianity , or 'to the  Infellible Authority with 
which the 4ps#leg had deliver'd it tnto them. 


«And: for the Partres themſelves thar rhus dif: 
ferid with one another; that they had, a true 
Zeal on: borh -{fides for! the' Glory of God; and 
thoughtir-matter-of Conſcience, the one to 0þ- 
ſerve thee Ceremonial Initetations 'as what God 
{b1l required .of-chewy; the' other to rrfuſt any 


ſuch Impofation;” as not only # needlets Burden, "ION" 
but even repugnant tothe Grace of Chrift decla- Gal. v. 2. 


red-to themvirvhisGofpet ; St. Pagl,; in the' pro- 
ſecution of . this :very Argument; 'does cl& rly 
bear witnefs: to them, ''Ch.'xiv'''6;' Where he 
makes uſe: of this very” thing as '6ne'Reaſon 
why they. hould-mutually' rcoletate one apo: 
her in Sheir-iſſbnrious;- Yix;. That Howeye? 
they &fjer'd in their Notions as to theſe partici- 
lars, yer-they were both” perfetly agreed in 
the fame: common: Zeal-for the Glory" of God, 


and. the difcbargeof! their Duty. He that regards Rom, Xiv.6, 


ab the day; © vegarderhy2 "unto the Loyd ;* and he that 
regardeth not the day; t9 the Lord he doth not reoaxd 
it, He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for be gi- 
worl | veth 
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> ._ vebh 'Gad thanks /;, and; he that eateth not, to the 

25, «Lordbe eateth not,” and giveth God thanks. 

--#0x:: 4, 0d indeed, either we muſt ſay, that all, e 

©  venthe leaſt Poms, relating. to our Religin; 

are '{o clearly and plainly revealed, that no 
Honeſt man can poſſibly be miſtaken if he will 
but imparcially enquire into; them ; which 
from the Differences of whole Parties concerning 
theſe things, tis plain they are not : Orelſe mens 
diftereat Capacities, and Opportunities, and 
Tempers,. and, Education' .conſider'd ; 'tis 
in Vain to expect that. all Good men ſhould 
agree in all . their Notions of Religion, any 
more than we fee they doin any other con- 
cerns whatſoever.  , And-who; am I that-l 
ſhould dare to. pronounce a :; ſentence: of Re- 
probation, againſt any- one, in; whom there ap- 
pear all the other ChqraFers of anthirmble, up- 
right, ſincere Chriſtian , onlythecauſe he has 
not perhaps met with the ſame Inſtruction, or 
Read the fame. Books, ar do/s/not \Argue:tht-' 
{ame way ; In a word, berauſche is —_ wild; 
or it. may be is wiſer than Iam, . and' ſees fars 
ther than, I do, :2nd therefore is not exactly of 
my Opinion in every thing ? yi,hy 
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-» Now i this beſo, as both the Privcipley of 


Reaſon conclude it very well may be , and-tHE 
common Experience of Mankind,not only inthe 


particular: concern of Religion , 


bur in © moſt 


other things aſſures us thar iris: Thar mens 
Underſtatidings ate different, and they will ar- 
ove differetit ways, and entertain different Opi- 
nions from one apother, about the ſame things; 
uid yer may neverchelels deſerve onall ſides; 
to be eſteemed very good and wiſe met fot 


all thac: How vain then mult 
that Argument be, which a Late 
Author of the : Church of Roni, 
has with ſo much Pomp revi- 
ved avainſt us, from our Diffe- 
rences in a few leſſer Points of 
pur. Religion, to conclude us to 


be Erronconus 1n the preater:; ind 


| % X , 4 , -] ' 
thar becauſe weare not exactly 

" i Me == Ty i 1 
of the ſame Opinion in every thing, 
that therefore we ought to be 
o&raited in rothing ; thac is to lay, 
That becauſe Proteitants when 


Hf + des variations des Eplie 
es Proteſt antes : par Mr.PEveſgue 
is wi { 35 i I 
, The debgnof which, may 
he {cen in the Summary of his 
Preface *—— Ter Variations dans 
la foy pretive certaine de fuſſet 6. 
— Charadere des berefies d'eſtre 
vartubler, ——= Ce Charattere re- 
conn dais tows les Ages de PE- 


' gliſe., —=— Charadtere d'immu- 


wt # 44 


tabilits dans lay foy de PEgliſe 


'Catbolique. © —— Due les variati- 


ons de Pun des partis ( de Prote- 
ſtans ), eſt une premve contre | Aus 
tre, &c. 


they differ, are miſtaken on One Side, therefore 
when they 2yr2e; rhey are miſtaken on Both 2 
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+ ze. It is certain.that amidſt all our other 
Diviſions, we are! yet on all ſides agreed in 
whatſoever is Fundamental in the Faith,or neceſſs 
xy to be believed and profeſſed by us. in order to 
ur Salvation. | 

; There is'no good Proteſtant, but what does 
firmly believe all the Articles of the Apoſtles 
(reed ; and embraces the Holy Scriptures as the 
Word'of God, and Rule of bis Faith, and readily 
acknowledges whartloever is plainly revealed 
therein, and is at all times diſpoled.ro- ſubmit 
to any thing that can by any neceſſary and cer- 
tain (onſequence be proved to him thereby, In 
fhort;' Our Differences, whatſoever they are, | 
will be bold'to.ſay they done more, nor even fo 
much concern the foundations of Chriſtianity, as 
thoſe of the Judaizing Chriſtians here did, If their 
differing therefore with. one. another, was no 

prejudice to the Truth of. their common Chriſta 
' wity then, I would fain know for what reaſon 
our Differences, which are leſſer, ſhall become 
ſo mucha greater Argument againſt our commu 
Chriſtianity novw,. | But, x 


. 2d, If our differing from one another in 
ſome Points, be an Argument that we are nor &r- 
31 tain 
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wiin any 3 How ſhall we 'be'ſtire that thoſe: 
of the Church of Rome -are nor altogether as 
ancertainas we are ; [ſeeing we are ſure thatthey 
do no leſs differ among chemſelves, and that 
in Points r00, much more conſiderable than 
wedo ? 

For to take only one Inſtance inſtead of ma- 


ny, and that ſo conl1derable, that Card. Bellar- P:=f-2d lib. 


mm once thought the Sum of Chriſtianity , he 


meant the Sumof Popery, to conlilt in it, viz. Ingoldtiad. 
The Prerogatives of the Biſhop of Rome, Loth A- 1586. 


inand over the Church of Chriſt. * Some there 
are who hold the Pope to be Head of the Church, 
by Divine Right : Others the contrary. * Some, 
That he is Infallible : Others, That he ts not. 
* Some, T hat the Pope alone, without a Coun- 
al, may determine all Controverſies : Others, 
That he cannot, Now it intheſe, and many 
other points of no leſs importance; they them- 
ſelves are'as far from agreeing with One ano- 
ther, as they can poſiibly pretend us to be ; 
what ſhall hinder ns, but that we return their 
ownInference upon them, That feeing they tiffer 
among themſelves in fuck things as theſe,” th 
are ſo far from that abſolute Tafallibility they fer 
up for, that in truth they have not ſo much as 
C 2 any 
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any, 467 $4149-Amapg 4htm; qvan ip thale Poigy 
wherein. they.do agree. 
Is.ic that. intheis Chyrch; thethere be indeed &} 
as.many differences, as. ip ours, yer this makes.not, | 

Pethicen 60.1, B2ialtthemy, ſeeing they haye;a certainRule, 
p. 1377. de Whenever they pleaſe , for the compoſing of | 
Nor.Eccl. A. them; viz; The Defmition. of, the Pope, andof |} | 
the.Church.? This, indeed, I find is commonly ; 
Jad by. chem: Butthencertainly, if chey hayg || * 
Sean Chi uch a ready megns,, as.they: fay,, of dareamenta || 
oY * Pucong them, 'tis the more: {hame for, them, | | 
thar they do-not agree; he being much more |} | 
inexculably guilty-in che omiſlign.of any duty, || * 
vaho.baying, a, ready, #zans t@ fulfil, it; .negleds || | 


L—— 


ſaxg do,, "than; he. whojhas\ggae,. or ( which 
is, the. fame-thing.). daes not -knaw that he 
haszany- - Butindeed they have ne; mes d || * 
Ending their difiexences,any more than. we have; || « 
Thhs; Hy, $criptareso we: boshoof us acknow- || | 
ledg t9.be;'the Wordef God; anda Infallbl || | 
Ruld of-Eaith,; Þyfor any ather.djire@ion, they || | 
as not yategrecd: whore torleek:it:. Amd:fwe ff } 
thar\cqn bene. very good: ment:of- Ending a || : 
other Differences, Wwhichvis/ its: :felf one |} » 
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"Of 1$.it,/ | Tharthey, axice: 1 matters of Boith, Bel.orm. ib. he 
ang differ-only, m:thoſe 3lungs. that.an NOY. belong to.102. -P» 1378. B. 


Becalile if: they:differ about any Paint, they for 
hatvery. reaſon, .condlude:it to bens: matter of 
Faith, But! belides : the: Immpertinence of this 
An{wer, which amounts to no:more than this, 
that they do agree in what they do.agree, and 
fer ale in hoſe things 10 cies gr 4 
Thisis what we fay for our fel ves: coerning 
qurDifferences;: We agree 1ig all choſe things 
that are neceſſary tO a Sound and: Saving Faith; 
and if we diFer 1ni matters of lefler moment, 
'tis no more. than what all. other Chriſtians 
kave ever done, and; what thoſe of the: Church 
of Remgirs [elf at this. day da. 

So thar ſtill.it muſtremain, eicher, that thoſe 


| Differences which were among the Chriftans of 


6d, and: which gre:among ys 20w, Are00 pre- 
juicerav att to the common; Houb which we pro 
tods-3/ or ifi2hey be; the: Conlequence awill-fall 
uporvthole. ofitl |the Chanch of Rome no; leſs; that 
wy not ſay, .and'more {evercly, than upomtus; 
ad be of. the ſamerForeeragainſt Bhewr Religh 
on, that it can be againſt Onrs, 
"Buotmauſt:carry this RefleSron a; Gro deal 
_y for; 
3dly. It 
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.- 1 ..3dh.: 16 once this Principle beallowed, That 
| . becauſe men differ in ſome thihgs,.'they ough, 
not to be credited in any, what' then will be 
come, not only of the Proteſtant Religion; as it 
now {kandsin Oppoſition to Popery, butevenyf 
Chriitianity its ſelf ? For might not a'Turkor? 
ew,if he were minded to give himſelt fo much 
trouble to ſo little purpoſe as this late Authy 
has done, draw out alarge HISTORY of the 
FARIATIONS 'of iChriftians among themlelve, 
from the. Controverhie *of the Text, unto this 
day ;. and then by the very. ſame Principle con- 
clude.againſt us all, That we have none of us 
any: certain Grounds for. Our Retegion,: becauſe 
the  » trap that. are among us, plainly ſhew, 
that lome- ob: us muſt be deceived ? . And togo 
yetone ſtep farther; Might not a Sceptick by the 
ſame Rxle, argue againſt all Religion, and even 
againfta]l'Feaſon too. ;: Thar the diſagreement 
of.mankindin; theſe and many other Points of 
che greateſt Iportance, plainly ſhews thereis 
no certainty in any thing ; and therefore that we 
ought nor'to rely, 1%. 1 upon the one, or upon 
the other ? i | | 
'.-It remains : therefore, .that unleſs we will 
overthrow all the meaſures of Chriſtian Charity 
a5 towards 
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towards our Nejgkbour, ; and the, common Truth, 
| do not lay both of their Faith and ot our own, 
but even of Chriitianity its ſelf, nay and of al 
Religion and Reaſonin general ; We muſt con- 
dude, That good Chriſtians may differ from one 
2nother in matters of lefler moment, without 
any juFt Reflefion exther upon themſelves or their 
Rel:gion. 

Bur here therefore I muſt deſire inot to be 
miſunderſtood, For when 1 ſay, that Chriſtians 
may, without any danger to themſelves, or di- 
ſparagement to the Truth of their Religion, 
differ with one another ; I mean only (as the 
Terms of my Propoſition expreſly ſhew) in leſ- 
ſermatters ; | ſuch. as do-not 'concern the Funds 
mentals of Faith, nor deſtroy the Worſhip of God ; 
nor are other vile (o clearly revealed, but that 
Viſe and Good Men, after all their Enquiries, 
may {till continue to differ -in \their. Opinjons 
concerning, them. For otherwiſe, if latereſt 
and. Prejudice blind mens eyes, and they ery 
becauſe they reſolve they will not be convin- 


cd; and ſo by their own faule continue in 


miſtakes : concrary. to the Foundation, of Faith, 
and deſtructive of. Piety: If, for inſtance, Men 
will profeſs to believe but in Qne God, and yer 


worſhip 
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ib ſhip Thowſmils ;1f" they will read? ov 


ſecond Commandment, and nevertheleſs both yith 


and bow down before .Graven Imazes ih deſpite 
of it ; If, whilſt. they acktiowledage Chit t 
have inftituted-che Bleſſed EnchiriF 1h both knids 
they command*itto- be admmiſtred but in On ; 
and-pray in-an unknown Tongue, tho St. Paul has 
ſpent almoſt a whole Chapter to ſheiy the 
Folly arid Unreaſoniablenefs of it : Theſt ar 
Byrors in which T1 ar net -coritetfied ; ttt 


* tho: fhould be uh willing, even here, at al 


adventares to: pronounce any Sentence agaiill 
the (2eny-yet I muſt heeds ſay, that Religi 
cariot be 'very found, which ftands cb/rupti 
with ſormany; and Tack fundamental Abnſes. | 

' And thismakes the difference betweeht thoſs 
Errors for which we ſeparate from the , Church i 
Rome, arid thole Controverſies which fometitnts 
ariſe amotg ProteFants themielves: Their 
tieeeare ſh maatrers of the greateft Conſequetite, 
ſuch as reid dire&ly to'deftroy the Integrity df 
Faith, arid'the Purity of our Worſhip ; and rhett 
fore ſich 38 are in theſr own natute 4Frifti 
ofehie veryÞſſenivuls of Chafidtity, Wheredt i 
differetices'do it at' afl\Eonctin' the Foundation 
either of Fath' of Worſhip; and are rhttefore 
a ſuch 


F 
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k | ſuch in which Good Men, if they be otherwiſe 

te | diligent and ſincere in their Enquiry, may differ, 

6 | without any prejudice to themſelves, or any 

&, | juſt refletion upon the Truth of their common 

t. | Profeſſton. 

4; Which being thus clear'd, in anſwer co the 

th # little Endeavours of one of the lateſt of our 

re | Adverſaries againſt us upon this Account ; I go 

11 | on, Secondly, to ſhew, 

y 

il Il. That ſuch differences as theſe, ought not to Prop. 2. 

mn | binder ſuch perſons from agreeing together, nt only 

# | inacommon Charity, but, if it be poſſible, in a 
common Worſhip of God too. 

fe 


of This is what St. Paul here expreſly exborts 
6& | theſe diſſenting Chriftiaus to, and earneltly prays 
t. | to God thathe might ſee accompliſhed in them. 
That when they came together to the publick 
of # Offices of the Church, to offer up their common 
& | Prajers and Thanksgivings to Him, they might 
| doit, not only in the /ame form of words, but 
it | with the ſame affeFion of mind too, both towards 
i | God, and towards one anotber : Now the God of 
" patience and conſolation, grant you to be like-min- 
ded one towards another, according to Chrift Je- 

D ſus; 
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ſus ; that ye may with one Mind and one Mouth 
glorifie God , even the Father of our Lord Jeſu 
Chrift. 

Such was their Dutyto one another then, 
and we ought certainly no leſs to efteem the 
tame to be our Duty towards one another 
now: And 


Firſt, As to the buſinefs of Charity; 


God forbid that any differences in Religion 
whatſoever, much leſs ſuch little ones as thoſe 
we are now ſpeaking of, ſhould ever make 
us deny that to our fellow Chriſtians, Ti; 
true indeed, our Saviour Chriſt once forerold 
to his Diſciples, That chere ſhould riſe up Men 
from among their Brethren, who ſhould upon 


John c. xvi, this account not only put them out of their Syn 


2, 


ogues, but even think that it was a matter of 
Religion to kill them. But they were Jews, 
not Chriſtiqns, who were to do this ; and He 
expreſly adds, that *twas their ignorance of 
Him and his Religion that ſhould carry them 


----Verſe 3. on to ſo furious and intemperate a Zeal ; F 


theſe things, fays he, ſhall they do unto you, becauſe 
they have not known the Father nor Me. And we 
muſt confeſs it, to the ſcandal of our Holy Re 
| [1gion, 
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lirion, that there are a ſort of Men who call 
themſelves Chriſtians now, that ſtill-continue'to 
fulfil this Prophecy in the very Letter of it ; 
who not only caſt 14 out of their Synagogues, that 
we ſhould not much complain of ; ard, as 
faras in them lies, cur us off from all the hopes 
of Salvationtoo ; but, ro compleat the parallel, 
openly arm the whole World againſt us, and 
teach Men to believe, that 'tis a Work of Piety 
troroot us out of it; and therefore, that whoſo- 
ever killeth us,does doGod ſorvice.Bur in this,as well 
as in the reſt of their Errors, they give us bur 
the more effectually ro underſtand how little 
they have in them of the true Spirit of Chriſtiani- 
ty; for ſure ſuch things as chele they could ne- 
ver do, but only char, as our Saviour in that 
other caſe before laid, they have not known the 
Father nor Him. And 1 hope I ſhall need no 


Argument to perlwade you not to be miſled 


by that which we all of us ſo juſtly lamenr, as 
one of the moſt deplorable Corruptions eyen 


of Pypery it elf. 


Chriſtianity commands us to love our Enemtes ; 
and fure then we cannot bur think it very high- 
ly realonable not to hate our Brethren; bur + of 

D 2 cially 
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cially Of ſuch an account, as, if it be once ad. 
mitted, will in this divided ſtate of the Churc, 
utterly drive the very name of brotberly Love and 
Charity out of it : ſeeing by whateverArguments 
we ſhall go abour to juſtifhie our uncharitableneſ; 
toany Others, they will all equally warrant 
them to with hold in like manner their Charizy 
from us. 


There is no honeſt, ſincere Chriſtian, how 
erroneous ſoever he may be, but what at leaſt 
is perſwaced that he is in the right; and 
looks upon Us to be as far from the Truth by 
differing from Him , as We efteem Him for 
not agreeing with us. Now if upon the ſole 
account of ſuch differences it be lawful for us 
to hate Another ; we muſt for the very ſame 
reaſon allow it to be as lawful for Him alſo 
to hate Us. Thus ſhall we at once invert the 
Charafteriſtick of our Religion ; By this ſhall all 
men know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye have love 
one to another ; and turn it into the quite contra- 
ry Note; whilſt we make our hatred to our 
Brother the great mark of our Zeal for our Re- 
ligien; and conclude him to love Chriſt the moſt, 


who the leaſt loves his fellow Chriſtian. 
How 
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How much rather ought we to conſider, 
with our Apoſtle, the love of our dear .Mlaſter to 
ys, even whilſt we were yet his Enemies, and 
love thoſe whom we ought to hope, notwith- 
ſtanding all cheir Errors, are yer ſtill his Friends; 
and not think thoſe unworthy of our Charity, 
whom we piouſly preſume God will not think 
unworthy of his Favour 2 We ſuppoſe them to 
be miſtakeq in thole things wherein they differ 
from us, and perhaps they are ſo; but yet we 
muſt conſider, that we our ſelves alſo are but 
Men, and therefore may err ; and They as ve- 
ily think Us in the wrong, as We do Them : 
And, for ought I know, we mult leave it to the. 
Day of Judgment to decide che Controverſie, 
which of us 1s in the right, In the mean time, 
if they are miſtaken, I am ſure our uncharitable- 
wſs is not the way to convince them of their 
Error : but may rather indiſpoſe them to con- 
ſider the weight of our Argwnents as they ought, 
whilſt they ſee ſo little regard in our AfeFions 
towards x fog In ſhort, if we are indeed, 
what we eſteem our ſelves to be, the ſtrong in the 
Faith, let us then remember, that tho Charity 
be their Duty too as well as ours, yet 'tis/to ſuch 
a We are,eſpecially,that St. Paul addreſſes the 


Exhortation 
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Exbartation of. the Text, to bear the, Tnfirmities oft 
weak; and to receive one-anotber, as Chriſt alſo-hath 
received us, to the Glory of God. Bur, 


3. Such Differences as theſe, ought not only 
not. to: leſſen' our Charity, bur , it itbe poſſ- 
ble., not to hinder. us from joining togethetin 
the ſame common-Worſhip of God with one 
nother. 

This was what theſe diſſenting Chriitians, not 
withſtanding all their Heats and Contenrtjons, 
nevertheleſs ſtill. continued to do. They did 


With one Mouth glorifie God , even when their 


differences would not ſuffer them to-do it with 
one Heart. They united . together-in' a; commun 
Worſhip of God, tho they could not unite either 
in Opinion or AﬀeCtion with one another, 


_- Indeed where-mens Errors are. (uch'as utter- 
ly do ſubvert-the very Efſentials of our Rel: 
giows Worſhip, it is then in vain-to hope for any 
Communion in the: Publick) Service of : God with 
them,, We raſt nor deſtroy thei Principles of 
Chriſtianity, out of a, Zeal: ro- enlarge the Cow 
munion of © Chriſtians. He would be a yery cot- 
deſcending, Vorary .indeed, who 'tor the " 
| 0 
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of praying tO God with the Papitt, would pray 
to the m_ From and Saints too with him: 
Who rather than be excluded their Churches, 
would bow 4own'before theirÞnages ; and noton- 
ly worſhiptheir Hoft, bur even give up his Right 
tothe Cup in the Euchariſt, only that he might 
receive-:that Holy Saerament in their Compa- 
ny. lr is, no doubt, a very deſirable thing to 
leſſen the differences of Chriſtians, and enlarge 
their Communion, as far as-ever we can: And 
je has never gone well with the Church of 
Grit, face-men have been ſo narrow-ſpirited 
axro-mix the Controverſies of Faith, with their 
Publick Forms of Worſhip; and have made their 
Liturgies, inſtead of being Offices of Devotion to 
God, become Teſts and Cenſures of the Opinions 
of their Brethren. Bur yer when all is done, 
the Truths of Chriſtianity muſt not be ſacrificed 
to.the Peace of Chriſtians ; nor-the Honour of 
God be given up,to keep up a Unity and Come 
munion with one another. 

But where mens Differences are in Points that 


do not at all affe&t their Religious Service ; or 


notſo much, but that Gol may be very well 


worfhipp'd, 'and -yet Communion with our fellow 
Chriftians prelerved-too ; in ſuch caſes as this, 
our 
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our diſſentions ought riot only not to leſſen our 


Charity, but not to break our Unity neither. 


We may continue to differ, as the Chriſtians in 


my Text did; and yet with, one Mind, and on 


Mouth, glorifie God, as St. Paul exhorted them 
to do. 

And this brings me to the Third and Laf 
Point. 


[Hl. That to this End, it is the Duty of all of , 
but eſpecially of the ſtronger Chriſtians, not onlyto 
Pray for ſuch a Union, but alſo, as they have oppor- 


tunity, heartily to labour themſelves, and earneſtl 


to Stir up all others to endeavour after it. 


' Ido not believe there is any good Chriſtian (o 
little affeted with thoſe unhappy Diviſions 
under which the Church at this day labours, as 
not both heartily to deplore them,and to think 
that nothing could be roo much, that might 
innocently be done on all hands, for the redrel- 
ſing of them, Bur then | am ſure the natural 
Conſequence of this muſt be, what both my 
Text, and this Diſcogrſe are deſigned to exhort 
you to; Viz, That we ought every one of us, 


not only heartily to pray for ſuch a MHnion, but 
allo 
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alſo, as we have opportunity, earneſtly to la- 
hour for the attainment of ir. 


Indeed for what concerns the whole Body 
of the Catholick Church on Earth, ſo many are 
the Diſputes chat have ariſen among the leve- 
al Parties and Communions of it, and ſome 
of them in Points ſo near to the Foundations 
of Chtiſtianity, that whilſt Men reſolve to 
keep faſt to cheir Concluſions, and will nor ſuf- 
fer the plaineſt Arguments to convince them of 
their Errors, *tis in vain to hope eyer"toſee 
things brought to ſuch a Temper, as we could 
wiſh inthat. ' Bur. efpecially whilſt that part 
which is the moſt corrupr, is ſo far from bei 
willing to concur to any fuch Union, that on 
the contrary, ſhe has cur off all poſſibility of 
uaining it. And'by arrogating an unwatrant- 
tble Infallibility to her ſelt, and Authority over 
1] others, will neither reform her own abuſes, 
nor admit any into her Communion, that will not 
profeſs the-ſame Errors; in which ſhe het ſelf 
lands involyed. -$0 that here, all we'can eyert 
mſh'for,/is, that Men would athaſt be ſo wiſe; 
tho they differ in Opinion, yet-to love as Bre- 
ten,” and'agree together-in a:common. —_ 
v:9 231 E ti 
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till we ſhall be ſo happy as to unite ina common 
Faith and worſhip of : God, 54 
But for us whom it has pleaſed God, by de. 
liyering us from 'the Errors and- Superſtitions of 
the Church, of Rome, to unite together in the 
common name of Proteſtant, Reformed C hriſtians, 
would we but as heartily labour after Peace, as 
weare:all of: us very highly exhorted:to.it; [ 
cannot ſee why we whoare fo happily join'd 
rogether in, a'common profeſſron of the ſame Faith, 
at eaſt, I am ſure in atithe neceſſary points of it; 
and/[hope,amight; atl;oun. leſſer differences, In a 
common, love and charity to one anather, thould not 
alle be-united in the fame» common Worſhip: ot 
God toq.. 1 
, L wilnot now enter into any Diſpute, to 
ſhew-howr lizele reaſon there. is for any one to 
ſepargte f5om the:0ffices of the! (hurchoot+ Eng: 
layd; cuppr the atcount of thoſe few Excepti- 
ons. that have {ſometiines been-offter'd to juſtifie 
the dding; :of it... This is. a work both too 
lazge foil ftithia Diſcourle; \and: ;befides: the 


deligo of :myispreſent- [Uadertaking, And: 
that. ane; Qolctſhoorob mizhy; of ours Bir 


thre, themſelves;  whotho they continue - 


"F freely 


dipgrilyi.ta:eparate. from: (ug, yer neverthe]els: 
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feel alto of 'while they call Oecaſtonal Come- 
minor with ts, © think fufficiently fhews how 
life real ground thete is for thoſe'S cruples, that 
hive 10 fo by them in an unjult averſts 
onto bur WoHſhip: - 'BlefſeQbe God, who has 
abundantly Kaftifed both the Purity of ,our 
Pirie , and the Innocency of our Worſhip, 
not. only by the general Approbation, of the 


Reform'd © Churches abroad, Who: both 


- 


have often given Teſtimony * in” favour” of 
them ; bur in the happy ConviCtion of many 


Iree 
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conimunicate with us in our religions Offices, ,an 


at Home, who Were once Enemies to our Cons | 


ſithrion, but who now go with us into the 
ſame Houſe of God as Friends, . 
And indeed the things for which ſome fory 


ſake us now, are no other than what they were, 


io the Beginning of the Reformation; when yer. | 


there was no (1 uch ching as Separation from our. 


(Mmmiion : Bur on the contrary, theold Non-. 
(mformuſts themſelves, tho they diſliked ſome .. 


red-they: 
\ 4 F q 


AW ; YT 7 Ti \ JO 3 V 93\\" 
onpht'5r,d Crane, to divide che Chure upp he, 
Xcount 2 them. And' they;who, at this day 
JO £ fit 3.10 gs O14 lip fri oabiſy } CON (JIIVI 
; arate ro us, for che ſake of thoſe few op, 
AR, Pt havebeen made for the Order a 
w_ E 3 Decency 


Hihg&ih our Wor hip, yet kreely op 
hoogh Ph 
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Decency of our Publick Haſy ,-, muſt for the 
ſame reaſon have ſeparated from all the Churdy, 
of the _ World, for above 1500 Year, 
in none of which they might not have found 
as great, that Ido nor ſay, and much greater, 
occaſion of Offence, than they can in Ours, 

" But yet, ſince mens Scruples are unaccount, 
able, and after all that can be ſaid, they will 
fill differ even about indifferent things, and be 
afraid many times, where no Fear is ; and a too 
Jong Experience has already ſhewn us, That 
if ever we mean to accompliſh that Union {p 
much recommended to ns by our Apofle, (6 
advantageous. to the Church at all times, but 
elpecially art this time ſoneceſſary to our Peace 
and our Eſtabliſhment, that it ſeems to be the 
only way that yet remains to ſettle and to (e 
Cure us ; and upon all theſe accounts ſo much 
eo be defired by all Good Men, we muſt ſeek 
it by that Rule which St. Paul here propoſed 
to the Diſſenting Chriſtians of my Text, | 

Ren. xv. 3. then that are ſtrong in the faith, ought to bear th 
infirmities of the weak, . and not to pleaſe our ſelves, 

I cannot but think it a Reflection becoming 

every ood Chriſtian among us, but ina more 

eſpecial manner, worthy the Gpolderations 

uc 
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ſuch 2n \Audirory. as-- this; Whether formewhar 
may»not yer-beidone'for the ſake of Peace; and 
to bring things to ſucha* TEMPER, tharsg,,,.,. 
both Order and Decency may ſtill be preſerved, iti of the 

and yet our Hnityno longer broken; +. 4rchbiſhop 


_ ; ., _ and Biſhops 
to King James, for which-they were committed to the Torrer. 


mm 


And for Exhortations to lo good andChriſtian 


and took upon Him the form of a ſervant, and bes Phil.ii. 6,7. 
ing made in the likeneſs of a ſinful man , bumbled 
Himſelf even to the Death upon the Groſs for us ; 
How He ſtill bears not only. with our Infirmities, 
but with our Sins too ; and by all theſe won- 
derful inſtances of his, Love to us, teaches us, 
ſays St. John, How. we. ought alſo to love .one11 Joh. iv.11, 
another * '-V'\_ v.- [> qo 
Or rather, ſhall I ſhew you, how far ſich 
a Blefſed Hniou as this, would conduce to 
the Glory of God, to the Security of qu Religion, 
and fas promotion of Peace, and Charity, and 
Piety among iis ?, © | "ENT. 
\:Ineednotlay what'a diſhonont'our Diviſions 
I; tl 5.3 lum a whe 
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have: gleady-braight:to:the Refarntation, not 
what a ſt6p they have piir-te the progreſs: of in; 
Great, to be ſure, is the Advantage which:our 
iHngmss either baye; or at leaſt hoped' ra) hays 
*-made, by thoſe Qoncelts which:they:have'ra; 
ken lo much;pains- both. to. bring im, and to keep 
up among, us: And methinks there ſhould need 
no other Argument to ſtir,up every true Frignd 
of 'Proteſtant, to endexvour all he 
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caft to compole' olir Differences, than this one 
thing, That we are ſufficiently convinced who 
they are that we pleaſe, and, whole Intereits we 

TH | 62031 The AD 35 $3 Vie MALL | 0 | 
Env, by the eptieuaneSef thei, , 

* Let ys addto' this,, what great Obligations 

Rom. xiv. Our Holy Religion Jays upon us, to follow af- 
19. ter thoſe things that makg for: peace, and whereby 
ct Te may edifie one, another *: How, our Saviour has 
"ſer" ir down as the very Badge of our Diſciple- 

"IT . } ow 

Joh. xii.35. ſhip; By this, ſhall all men know-that ye are my Di/* 
ciples, if Je havg love one to another :; What Exhar- 
Romxii.18. oh poſtles have piven us. I} ir be role 
rations s Apoſtles have given us; If it be poſ: 


OAT, (AV. 2 RET CODE 
ft Pax mph pn lo, 0, Ie peaceabt ich al 
men. But elpecially with reference to the dit: 

Rom. xvi. ferences about Religion, To mark them which cauſe 


Re diviſions and\offencas, thurarytt.the Dottrine which 
Werhave learnt, and avord them. With 


os 
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With. what, a {-rupulous care did St:./Paut 
manage himſelf between, the diſſenting [parties 

inmy Text ? What admairaÞ3e Rules d1d he lay 

down fox hem tg walk by? zand with what 

an affeQtionate earne/tne/s did he enforce them? 

If there be any conſolation in. Chriſt, if any comfort\Phil. ii, 
of Love , if any fellowſhip of the Spirit , if "any <....1, 
Bawels. and. HMerctes, fulfil, ye my joy, that ye be =--2- 
like-minded, haying the fame Love, being of one 
Accord, of one Mind. 

And may I not beg leave, thonot with the 
Autbority,, yet, with. the (harity-of:: Sr. Pawly to 
apply all this to thoſe unhappy! Diviſtons-thar' 
athis day. repdfin-pigces the Churchat: Chrift 
29ng.us;, and beltech you, by: all thefejen- 
daring Con{tderations,,- to piirſue:thoſe:things 
which may make for -our Peace; and fortheclo- 
lag.of thoſe , breaches;; whighsthe maliceof 'our 
Exmics tao. ſuccelcfid ly; begunyiand.our own: 
veakneſſe has 100 tavally kepv upamonga;'!- ; 

\ Never, ;certainly,, wagothere 2 timey:firice- 
our Divigeus firlk began iniwbich.we hadigrew 
rekaealbty £# canfiderioh Suth cayiblrionaion,” $1 
hae; a fairer. gpponunity itol-protaife ound .: .c + v5/ 
ſelves:anAccompliſtment/aftit, Qalylet us al: 
deas careful roimproyeir, as I am perſwaged? 
bollold O - we 
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we baveall of usnot only ſeem'd to defire; bur 
have \indeed \earneftly-long'd for it; - © 
Let usſhew/\theſenſe we hive of that won: 
derful Deliverance God his given us oitt of the 
kand:of .our Enemies, by witing our ſelves in 
the ſtricteſt League of Friendſhip with one ans- 


© .. 08Fe 1 


---  Hicherto we have defended our C bureh by our 


Arguments; let us now by our Charity ſertle an( 
eſtabliſh ir, againſt the like Dangers for the time 
to.come. . LY 4 .\ 

©: This wilt indeedrender both' our /elves and 
our Religion Glotious: ro the World ; and itiy 
be Happy Augury that the bleſſed time fo long 
wrapped up: in ſacred Prophecy, is indeed. now 
ready to beirevealed : When the Church of ( 
being purged from thofe Corruptions that havelo 
long defaced-its Beaury;/ ſhall again appearin 
its prienitive Parity.'' When all Herefie and Schiſm 
being every whereaboliſhed, and the Iyſter 
of - Iuquity laid fully open, andthe Man of Sn 
deſtroy'd; .rrue Religion and: ſincere Prety 


ſhall. again: reign:throughout-the World ; Gil 
| Rev. xxi. 3. bimfelf-fhall pitch lis Tabernaclt among ns, ind dwil 


with us ; : and "be ſhall be bis "People, and be fhall 
IT: x O bleſſed 
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7, 0 Bleſled Srate of che, Church, Milirang hete 
on Earth | the glorious Antipaſt of, that:Peate 
and Piety which God has prepared for his Chursh 
Triumphant In Heaven |, Whe would not wiſh to 
ſee thoſe days, when general Reforwiution, arid 
atrue Zetzand 2: perfett Charity, palling through 
the World, we ſhoyld All be ugited.in the ſame 
Fur; che. tame ;Wpr ſhip, the. lame; Conmunibn 
and. Fellow/htp, 0ne:iwith another? When! al 
Prgeand Pregudice,.all Ineze/xandi Deflgut ber 
ing ſubmitted rorhe, Honourpof God;-.dad-the 
diſcharge of our Duty ; the. Holy: Scriptures Shall 
pain triumph,over che v3in, Tyditions of Meng 
and Religion 09 lahges take jesdenomigation 
from Rake Sets. agd-Faftons, butwe halt all 
be content with the {4me:common primiriye 
Nanes of Chriſtians. and Brethren, and live toge: 
ther as becomes our Character, in. -Brogherly 
lov and. Chr:;tian Choricy, with qneanotherx 

., And who can tell but ſuch-aiChunge.as this; 
and which we have otherwiſe ſome;reaſon to 
Flog isnigh'at hand, ay. even;now. break 
orth from the; midſh ok, ns, yvguld.weybur all 
briouly; lahovr; tg. gerfe® aheiGrrar Work 
which the Providence of Gad has: ſo gloriouſly 


begun amongſt us, and eſtabliſh that Love and 
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oblnitgcuntiobſ 6nr! Rlo6s/ RIF IRE Gan 
file ir Oops From ws itits'tall the orher part 
'\of-the' Chriftian World befides 2: 

(\ 1 Burr however; whether we: Bal on ſee; | 
do noe ſay) Mcki13BlaMed:Bfo8tkb thay! Fo 
eyeniany; 2800 Effect it ab of bfir Ende on, 


there on Eurch; or nb ; het this weare' ſare we 


;iFhall.not lofe our Reward ih Feaver. {7 Whey 
ts have contributes, tho"iv'heeaft eg 
rothe heflibg'of'ehofe libyifhaits" vie! ſo/iighty! 

ily Labourwnder! ſhailhe Nieenied 4 preater 
| lotiour, tharito have. filenced alt- the Cavils of 
ourFnemirs; -1nd even t6 have pity "Aland wiſh'd 
for it; and; wherewe ediild! frot* Va! chit 
beilbhbive votribured? otrletves; bat'tb have 
exhorrediothers'to it, ſhal}'be' tewarded i 


Sofgs n more than al the Stars in the Fixmament 


. 2 þ 11) coli 
we 'the God if patidte ant conſolation,” gr.m 
(.] 0f0 be like-minded 0 one towards 29617. yo 
"" tording to Chtift Jeſus + us : That ye may Rich 
 .. one mitid;” ad 6ne mouth,”; lor fie God, 


-\eden 1hb/ Father of oi —_ SC a 
oy ! [ DO be! Henoke) and" LOR 
F0-196 * and evey, \"Athen, 7 . my 
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